	Case Study

Libanus Primary School

Caerphilly LEA

The Celts

Target age group:

Key stage 2 (Y3)

Context

Small group work to provide pupils with opportunities to:

·  Interact with their peers

· Carry out their role within a team

· Ask and answer questions 

· Share ideas and information

· Support and encourage others/ take turns

Use mind-mapping skills to:

· Locate and collect relevant information

·  Sort and classify information

· Generate and extend ideas

Pupils to use their research, knowledge and understanding of the Celts to produce a piece of writing imagining that they are living in Celtic times.

Planning

· Research work on the Celts to be carried out by pupils working in groups. 

· Visit to Celtic Village in St. Fagans and the Iron Age Gallery, National Museum.

· Skills of mind mapping to be introduced to generate ideas to produce a variety of writing for different purposes related to the Celts e.g. Differences between Celtic houses and houses today, a report of the visit, a piece of writing imagining that they are living in Celtic times.

· Members of groups to be encouraged to carry out their roles (leader, researcher, timekeeper, reporter)

Learning Outcomes

· Pupils worked in groups to produce a mind map of the differences between Celtic houses and houses today.     (Appendix 1)

· They then used this mind map to produce a piece of writing.   (Appendix 2)

· Pupils worked in groups to produce a mind map of their visit, which was reported back to rest of class. Whole class mind map created following discussion on how to sort and classify their ideas.  (Appendix 3 and 4)

· They then used this mind map to produce a piece of writing.   (Appendix 5)

· Pupils researched the Celts within their groups to mind map their ideas working more independently to see how they coped with research, sorting and classifying their information as well as extending their ideas (Appendix 6)

· They reported their ideas back to rest of class

· They used their mind maps of the Celts to produce a piece of a piece of writing imagining that they are living in Celtic times. (Appendix 7)    

Appendix 1
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Appendix 2

Differences between the inside of a Celtic Roundhouse and my house

The Celts only had one room to do their cooking, sleeping, weaving and making bread. In my house I have a kitchen for cooking, a dining room for eating, a bathroom for washing, bedrooms for sleeping and a living room for watching T.V. 

The Celts got their heat and light from the fire in the middle of the house. We get our heat from boilers and radiators and we get our light from electricity, lamps, windows, bulbs, torches and candles.

The Celts activities were grinding corn, baking bread, preparing weapons and tools and weaving. Our activities are drawing, writing, playing on the play station, reading, playing games and building lego.

We cook our food on the grill and in the oven. The Celts cooked their food over the fire in a cauldron or on a spit. We store our food in cupboards, fridges and freezers. The Celts stored their food in the rafters and smoked their meat.

The women grind corn, make the bread, weave and cook, now they do the ironing, cleaning, cooking and looking after me. We have lots of beds but the Celts slept on hay with blankets over the hay. We have chairs and sofas but the Celts sat on the floor. We have carpet, wooden and tiled floors, the Celts had nothing.

Appendix 3
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Appendix 5

My Visit to the Celtic Village and Cardiff Museum

Last Tuesday we visited St. Fagans. We left school at nine o’clock and arrived in St. Fagans at ten o’clock.  First we put our things in a little room with lots of cages then we went with Mrs. Jones. We walked to the Celtic village and we met a Celtic warrior called Caradog, he was wearing woven clothes and around his neck he was wearing a torc. We went to make wattle and daub. We had to bend hazel sticks to make the wall and then daub. We had to pick up cow dung and animal hair and it was horrible. Next we went back to Caradog to see the roundhouse. He showed us how to light the fire and Connor tried to use the quern stones to grind the grain. We left Caradog and went for lunch. 

When we had all finished we went back to the bus and went to Cardiff Museum. We went to the Iron Age Gallery. We saw stones, spears, arrows and shields. Then we met a man called Ken, he’s an archaeologist. He told us lots of different things about the Celts, like the Celts lived 2000 years ago, and the Celts fought each other.  Sophie pretended to be the chief warrior and she went to battle. She managed to survive but no other warrior did. She felt so bad that she drank poison and died but she went to a different world called the afterlife. Then we went on a discovery search and went home.  
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Appendix 7

My Life as a Celt

My name is Boudicca and I live with my family in a roundhouse inside a Celtic hill fort in Wales. I am eight years old and I spend most of my time helping my mother.  My day starts very early when I have to help my mother with the daily tasks.

One of the tasks I have to do is threshing and winnowing the grain. It is very hard work and takes one hour to separate the good grain from the bad grain. Then it takes another two hours to grind the grain. Altogether it takes three hours to make enough grain to make one loaf of bread and put it inside a huge clay oven which looks like a huge egg with red-hot coals at the bottom and wooden sticks in the middle with bread on them. We make approximately twenty loaves a day! It is very hard work, especially when the roundhouse is dark and smoky. Another one of my chores is collecting plants and berries. We have to go outside the hill fort to collect them. We collected stinging nettles and lots of wild berries, one of which is blueberries. We carry them home in a woven hazel basket and sometimes I help my mum to dye the sheep wool that my father sheared from the sheep. We dye the wool using the plants and berries that we collected earlier. I f there was some stinging nettles left over we might be having stinging nettle soup.  We put the dyed wool onto the spindle and my mum spins the wool. She spins the wool quite slowly so she doesn’t make a mistake. Very often at night we all sit around the fire and my father tells stories about when he went into battle and fought against the Romans. My father is a warrior because he likes to go into battle a lot. Another one of my tasks is making wattle and daub. Wattle is just hazel sticks weaved in and out of big poles. Daub is a mixture of dog hair, animal blood and cow manure. We then mix all of them together to make daub. We then put the daub onto the wattle.  It takes a long time to make the whole of the wall for one roundhouse.  My mum always makes our blankets and she makes them out of animal skins. To do this she needs to get some animal skin and scrape it. We often have stinging nettle soup, cooked wild animals, porridge, nuts, boiled seaweed and bread.  My mum cooks all the food. To collect water we have to go to the local river or well and carry it back to the roundhouse.  There is nothing I like better than when the day is nearly over and we sit around the fire and tell stories to each other.                                                                                                                                                        




