What will we find in the forest?

Target age group: Reception

Context

· Inside lesson prior to exploratory lesson in the forest
· To enable children to think about what may be in the forest

Starting point

· We are going out into the forest – what might we see/find?

· We discussed the area and talked about activities we may carry out

Planning

· This was a brand new way of working so initially it was planned as a way of provoking thinking and discussion skills
· It was unclear which way the children would go so it was decided to draw pictures of the children’s ideas and place them around a central picture 
· These ideas could then be classified and sorted using the children’s own criteria at a later time
· Follow up would be after we had been in the forest when we would return to class and review our ideas in relation to the spider diagram we had made.
What will we find in the forest? Ideas were slow coming but when one child said ‘small balls of porrin’ (which nobody understood) it released the floodgates and suddenly ideas were coming from all directions
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Taking a look at the pictures
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All our ideas 
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How shall we start?

We started with categories which the children decided
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And then sorted the pictures

We sorted into:- 

· animals

· plants

· water

· things that shouldn’t be there
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That meant that the groups
were too big so we thought again and so we divided each group into things that we might see and things that we might not
The finished spider diagram
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Out looking
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When we got back we checked the diagram and discussed what we had found in relation to what we had expected to see. This was carried out near to November 5th and one idea had been a dead firework. It gave great amusement and pleasure when one of the things that we found was actually a dead firework! The children then completed a work sheet which was divided into ‘What I expected to see’ and ‘What I actually saw’

An example of the worksheets
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Learning Outcomes

· pupils reacted favourably to giving their own ideas

· they were able to caterogise their ideas and to discuss why they thought certain things should be in a particular catergory

· they were able to reflect on their findings and then to illustrate them 

· they were involved in their iwn learning

Next Steps
· to use this method again for different types of writing







