Activities for learning words
· Word sorts – give children a range of words and ask them to sort the words according to a rule of convention, pattern or phoneme. Or sort the words yourself and ask children to guess you rule.
· Play Shannon’s Game – the same as Hangman, but children have to guess the next letter in the word. They have to give a possible word that it could be if their next letter guess were to be correct. If the letter offered isn’t a real possibility then the teacher can begin to draw the hangman.
· Play describe the word – children have a secret word (one that they are practising). They have to think of as many ways as they can to describe the word. E.g. it has 3 phonemes and one syllable, it included the pattern….etc
· Spellamadoddle – children draw a doodle and then write their words to practise around it.
· Grids – set out a grid with the rules/patterns/phonemes you want children to revise or practise down the side and some letters across the top. Children then think of words to fit in to the grid.
· Children type their focus words on to the computer; change the font, colour etc
· Children put the words into a crossword or word search
· Write the word on graph paper, a letter in each square, cut them out and rearrange to make the word
· Colour and trace over the word several times
· Write nonsense sentence including as many of the spelling words as possible
· Write out the words with some missing letters – the next day fill in the missing letters
· Use post its to cover the word in a big book that is being read. Children have a go at writing the word on the post it and then checking the spelling.
· Use a have a go pad – children write/try the word 3 times. Look at the correct spelling. Focus only on the part of the word spelt incorrectly - this is the part that will be practised. 
· Search for the word in books and magazines – record how many times it is found.
· Dictation – read a short passage, re read it slowly for children to write, give time for children to edit their writing – underlining any words they are not sure about and trying alternative spellings 2 or 3 times, substitute in the spelling they think is correct. Teacher to model write the passage, making explicit the strategies they are using to spell each word (or the focus words). Children then check their work with the modelled example and circle any errors. 
· As a class look at the word. Discuss tricky bits. Write the word as many times as they can in 30 seconds. 
