London Olympics 2012

Do you think that London hosting the 2012 Olympics is a good thing? Place yourself on the washing line and be prepared to justify your choice.

Allow people to place themselves on washing line and choose individuals to explain their reasoning. Prompt using some of the opinions if necessary.

Read out following report. 
In a recent report, 2012 chairman Lord Sebastian Coe said that the London Olympics will help Britain out of the current economic crisis. 

One International Olympic Committee member said organisers of the games faced the toughest economic circumstances outside of a war. Lord Coe responded by saying that in good times or bad, the Olympics has an extraordinary impact. Thousands of jobs will be created on the Olympic site alone and create contracts worth billions of pounds, not to mention the impact it could have on other parts of the country. 

IOC President Jacques Rogge said he was confident the 2012 Olympics would survive the global economic downturn because of what they mean to people all over the world. He added that the 2012 Games would be less dependent on huge building projects than Beijing, using existing and temporary venues, only building facilities that will be used by the local community long after the Games are over. ‘Each games are unique’, he said. ‘ It is not the amount of money spent that determines how good a Games is, it is also the unique and inspiring atmosphere created within the city.’

However there are several reports that new facilities are being planned where existing facilities would suffice, Labour MP Graham Stringer, who never thought the Games should come to London, wants a return to the original budget as "we're living in times of austerity". Savings could be made by using existing facilities, such as hosting cycling events in Manchester's velodrome, housing the Olympic stadium at Wembley and basing equestrian events at Hickstead.  In contrast, The Olympic site at Stratford, east London will include a new 80,000-seat stadium, a 17,500-seat aquatics centre and 3,000-home Olympic village.

Interestingly, Olympics minister Tessa Jowell told leisure industry bosses that ‘had we known what we know now’ about the economy, ‘we would almost certainly not have bid for the Games’. (She later said this quote had been taken out of context). It has been reported that the cost of the London Games has already increased by 5 times the original budget.

Allow people to change their minds following the arguments they have heard.

Comment on shift of people and explain how this activity helps pupils to take on board other opinions and knowledge which can help them form a better opinion of their own.

Give examples of how this can be used in textiles and ICT.

Ask delegates how they might use the washing line technique

Suggestions for Opinions

For:

· Increase in tourism as people will visit Britain

· Prestigious (rest of world looking at Britain)

· Brings in money to help solve credit crunch

· Gives impetus for people to do sports

· Improves the health of the nation

· Improved facilities available for local communities

Against:

· London is already overpopulated

· Congestion increase – movement of athletes and spectators

· Violence / terrorism threat increase

· Costs already increased to nearly £10bn

· Very much seen as the London games with much of money being used to regenerate parts of London – what about other parts of the country?

· Millenium dome – branded a huge waste of money – will it be the same for newly developed Olympic sites?

· Small clubs being turfed out of training facilities (e.g. Cardiff Olympic from Welsh Institute of Sport)

