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GLOSSARY

ABA form

structural plan consisting of three sections, the first and last being the same (or almost the same), the middle section providing contrast. Also known as Ternary Form.

Accompaniment

a part or parts, usually instrumental, providing support for a main melody

Alto

low-range female or child’s voice

Appraising

listening attentively to music, responding to it (eg by movement or discussion), and making evaluations

Arranging

adapting an existing piece of music, eg making a vocal piece suitable for performance on a particular instrument; providing a new accompaniment for a piece

Bar

a metrical division: eg when the metre is ‘three beats in a bar’ each bar will consist of three beats beginning with the strongest

Beat

1.(= pulse) the regular pattern achieved by the constant repetition of a particular note value - either audible or implicit. The beat is usually arranged in groups (eg of 2, 3 or 4) by means of regularly occurring accents (strong beats) which establish the metre (qv) of the piece. For example, in a march the beat is the regular, repeated 1-2-3-4 -1-2-3-4-, etc, to which the march steps (L-R-L-R) fit. 

2. each division of a bar, eg in the example above there are said to be 4 beats in every bar

Blues

a type of slow, sad American Negro song dating back to the early years of the century 

Body Percussion (body sounds)

parts of the body used to produce rhythmic patterns and other sounds (not including singing, whistling and humming), eg hands clapping, feet stamping, tongues clicking

Call & Response

question and answer patterns deriving originally from African music

Cerdd Dant

a Welsh traditional form, sometimes known as ‘penillion’, in which the words of a poem are sung (originally as an improvisation) to fit with an air performed on the harp

Chord

any simultaneous sounding of different notes, but usually applied to combinations of three or more notes.

Chord Pattern

the way in which different chords are arranged, eg to accompany a song

Composing

any form of creating and developing musical ideas, including improvising and arranging

Descant

additional part sung above a main melody

Diction

clarity of words in singing 

Dorian mode

kind of scale which may be represented by the eight white notes from one D to the next on a keyboard

Drone

continuous or repeated note(s) of fixed pitch 

Duration

general term for everything which relates to timing in music and to relative length of notes, including metre and rhythm

Dynamics

gradations of loudness and quietness

Elements

the fundamental components of music: pitch, duration, timbre, dynamics, texture, structure, pace, silence, these may be structural (ie used as ‘building blocks’) and/or expressive (giving

a piece a specific mood or expressive character)

Ensemble

1 quality of playing/singing together 2. group of performers

Fanfare

a rousing piece usually for a proclamation or entrance, (originally played by brass instruments)

Form

a structural plan for a piece of music, eg ABA (ternary), rondo 

Harmony

the way in which notes are sounded together

Improvising

creating and developing musical ideas spontaneously when performing

Internalise

hear music ‘in one’s head’

Interval

the distance in pitch (qv) between two notes sounded together or in succession

Intonation

the concept of playing/singing in or out of tune, ie accuracy of pitch

Madrigal

a part song originating in the sixteenth century

Major key

using notes from a major scale, eg C major uses only the white notes on a keyboard, G major introduces one black note, etc.

Medieval

of the Middle Ages, ie music before c1450

Melody

a succession of notes combining pitch and rhythm to produce a.satisfactory musical effect; in common parlance, a tune

Metre

a regular succession of accented and unaccented beats, eg one accented beat followed by two unaccented beats = triple time or ‘three beats in a bar’

Modal

relating to a mode

Mode

a kind of scale (qv); as used in early music modes may be regarded as scales of white notes starting on different notes of a keyboard, eg dorian mode = D-D’; major and minor keys are

also types of mode

Notation

any means of writing down music so that it may be saved and re-performed: conventional notation uses ‘dots’ on lines and spaces; graphic notation may use a variety of symbols

Ostinato (pural: ostinati)

a persistently repeated melodic or rhythmic pattern

Pace

the speed of the pulse or beat of a piece (=tempo); occasionally also the rate of change of other features, eg harmony

Partsong

song consisting of a number of independent vocal parts

Pentatonic scale

scale comprising five notes; the version made up by omitting the fourth and seventh notes of a major scale (eg CDEGA) is commonly used; other versions, eg EFABC, are used in the music of some far eastern countries

Percussion

collective name for instruments which are struck, shaken or scraped by the player; tuned (pitched) percussion instruments are those which have either fixed pitch (eg chime bar), adjustable pitch (eg timpani) or a range of fixed pitches (eg glockenspiel); untuned (unpitched) percussion instruments have no definite pitch (eg side drum, triangle, cymbal)

Performing

singing, or playing an instrument, or making musical sounds in other ways; the term is used to cover any situation ranging from an individual child clapping a rhythm to a large-scale formal concert

Phrasing

the way in which a passage of music is divided into short inter-related sections. In a song phrasing may be determined by the points at which breaths are taken to express word meaningfully

Pitch

the perception of sounds as ‘high’ or ‘low’ in relation to one another. Pitch range indicates the notes which can be produced by a particular instrument or voice 

NB the seven white notes starting with ‘middle C’ and ascending are usually described as C D E F G A B; the next seven notes are described as C’ D’ E’ F’ G’ A’ B’; the seven notes below middle C are B, A, G, F, E, D, C,

Pulse

see Beat I 

Rap

Song in which the words are ‘chanted’ rhythmically against a regular accompaniment pattern

Reggae

style of music, originating in the West Indies, with distinctive type of singing, prominence to ‘off-beats’ and repetitive style 
Rhythm

the distribution of notes in time; while metre and pulse are normally regular and unchanging, rhythms usually consist of a variety of notes of different length shaped into patterns

Rondo

musical form in which a main theme/section keeps returning in alternation with new themes/sections (called ‘episodes’), eg AB AC AD A

Round

song in which voices enter in turn, overlapping one another, to sing the same tune repeatedly

Samba

dance originating from Brazil

Scale

a series of notes moving upwards or downwards in order 

Sequencing software

computer program which permits the input and editing of  data

relating to musical performance

Sound picture (= Soundscape)

a musical composition which attempts to depict, using the medium of sound, a dramatic event or series of events.

Sound source

any object used to produce sound, eg the voice, other parts of the body, instruments, computers, objects found in the environment 

Stimulus (plural: stimuli)

something which ‘sparks off ideas for a composition; may be musical - eg a rhythmic or melodic pattern - or extra-musical -eg a picture or poem

Structure

the way in which a piece is constructed and organised, phrasing, pattern, repetition and contrast may all contribute to structure

Style

the distinctive manner of musical expression of a particular composer, group of composers, period, geographical region, culture, etc.

Synthesised sounds

Sounds created electronically, eg ‘voices’ on a keyboard

Tabla

pair of small Indian drums played by hand

Tempo

see Pace

Texture

relates to the way in which different aspects are combined in a.piece, eg various combinations of instruments, or such features as: solo melody; melody + rhythm accompaniment; melody + chordal accompaniment; two or more melodies combined

Timbre

quality of sound, eg the distinctive sound of a particular instrument or of an instrument played in a particular way

Triad

a three-note chord consisting of a main note and the third and fifth notes above (counting the main note as 1), eg C E G

Unison

at the same pitch; singing in unison means all singing the same 

