INSTRUMENTS FOR THE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Untuned Percussion
To shake/scrape:  
maracas, tambourine, jingle bells, guiro, cabasa

To strike:  
cymbal, tambour, triangle, wood block, two-tone block, castanets,



Indian bells, tulip block, gato drums, agogo, claves, cowbells,

various drums, various bells

Many other types of instrument are available, including those associated with particular cultures or parts of the world. The wider the variety of sounds to which the children have access, the better equipped they are to undertake performing and composing activities. While it is recommended that there should be at least one of each of the instruments listed, it will also be necessary to acquire some instruments in greater quantities so that large numbers of children can perform at the same time – either in full class or group situations. As most of these instruments are of comparatively high pitch, it is important to remember to obtain some larger, deeper drums, etc.

Tuned Percussion

Glockenspiel  -  various sizes

Xylophone

..

Metallophone

..

Chime bars

Glockenspiels are cheaper than xylophones/metallophones, so schools often buy a number of these – together with set(s) of chime bars - in order to allow as many pupils as possible to play together. They do, however, have a limited pitch range and timbre. Adding other instruments provides greater variety of tone quality  -  which is needed. Also, at least one lower-pitched instrument, eg bass xylophone,/bass metallophone is required to give depth to any performance. Diatonic instruments are fine for the most part, although it would be useful to have some chromatic instruments at key stage 2.

Other Instruments

Recorder  -  various types

Melodica

Harmonica

Guitar

Drum kit

Electronic keyboard

[image: image1.wmf]Electronic keyboards are particularly useful as they can be used as melodic instruments, they can supply accompaniments, they offer a range of sounds for experimenting with in composing work, and many models have the facility to store sounds. 
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