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Long Term Plan for Music Years 1-6 

	
	Years 1 - 2
	Years 3-4
	Years 5-6



	Performing

Composing

Appraising


	• Sing a variety of songs, eg action songs, nursery and folk (including Welsh), pop, religious.

• Limited pitch range, eg C-A at the beginning of Year 1, increasing to B,-C’ by the end of the key stage.

• Unaccompanied or with simple accompaniment -depending on nature of songs and context of singing.

• Learn when to start and stop, how to breathe at the

ends of phrases, to sing loudly and quietly and with

appropriate expression, and to keep broadly in tune.

• Clap echo phrases; sing echo phrases, eg using the notes G and E.

• Play body percussion to develop co-ordination skills.

• Play untuned percussion instruments to create sounds for composing and to provide the  accompaniment for a song, eg steady beat, repeated rhythm patterns.

• Play tuned percussion instruments when playing

melodies, ostinato figures, or when improvising short melodic phrases - 2 or 3 different notes (eg E, G, A) on xylophone, glockenspiel, metallophone, chime

bars.

• Hold the instruments correctly and produce notes in the correct manner.

• Learn when to start and stop, and how to play loudly and quietly.

• Explore a range of sound sources, eg body sounds, environmental sounds, untuned and tuned instruments, voices, and choose the most appropriate to enhance a story.

• Organise sounds to create a short sound picture.

• Improvise short patterns - rhythms, and melodic

phrases (vocal and instrumental) using 2 or 3 different notes

• Arrange a song by providing own accompaniment, eg adding steady beat, using rhythm patterns from the song or new ones, adding drone or ostinato.

• Listen to music from a range of styles, eg nursery and folk songs from Wales and other countries, popular music, ‘classical’ music - relate to context.

• Move in response to music of different kinds,

recognising pulse, pattern, repetition, etc.

• Comment on changes and differences in music, eg fast/slow, loud/quiet, and on mood/atmosphere.

• Recognise commonly-used sound sources; recognise simple rhythm patterns.

• Discuss own performances and compositions.

• Talk about other pieces heard - use of musical

elements, etc.

	• Sing wider variety of songs - different styles, increasing pitch range, variety of rhythms.

• Clear diction, full value to long notes, sense of phrasing, gradations of dynamics, increasing accuracy

of pitch, clarity of rhythm, etc.

• Sing vocal ostinati.

• Sing echo phrases using 3 or more different notes, eg E,G,A (C,D).

• Play untuned percussion instruments with correct playing techniques - greater variety of rhythm.

• Play a wider range of notes on tuned percussion instruments, eg full pentatonic scale, and use correct

playing techniques, eg 2 beaters.

• Show increased control, eg of dynamics (getting louder/quieter).

• Play melodies, ostinati, other accompaniments, echo

phrases.

• Improvise short rhythmic and melodic phrases - both

vocally and instrumentally.

• Use a wider range of sound sources, including vocal

sounds, untuned and tuned percussion, keyboards, recorders, guitars, and ICT equipment.

• Organise ideas to produce pieces which have a clear

musical shape.

• Use simple musical forms, eg ABA..

• Begin to refine and develop musical ideas in order to

produce complete compositions.

• Use the musical elements effectively to create a particular mood / atmosphere or to describe events in a story.

• Use drone, ostinati to add accompaniment to songs/pieces.

• Use ICT/ notations/tape recorder to record work in progress.

• Listen to music from a wide range of styles and

cultures, eg Welsh folk music, music from different

countries of the world, ‘classical’ music of different

periods, popular music.

• Recognise and respond to more subtle changes and

differences in the use of musical elements, eg

melodic shape, step/leap, simple metre, gradations of

dynamics, pace, etc.

• Recognise the sounds of a range of musical

instruments, eg those used in class, common

orchestral, folk and rock instruments.

• Relate music/instruments etc to particular times and

places and learn how musical elements are used in

different ways.

• Describe and compare pieces in simple terms.

• Comment on the effectiveness of own performances

and compositions, and other music heard in class.


	• Sing songs from a wide range of styles with more difficult melody lines, eg more leaps, complex rhythms.

• Sing in groups showing awareness of other parts, ie adjusting dynamics, balance.

• Sing a range of part-songs, eg rounds, melodies with added descant/alto parts.

• Sing accurately, expressively, with good intonation and control of dynamics and other musical elements.

• Develop a higher level of performing skills on percussion instruments.

• Play a wider range of instruments, eg recorder,

keyboard, guitar - with good control and appropriate dexterity.

• Play more complex instrumental pieces and accompaniments, ie wider range of notes, more leaps, more complex rhythms, chords.

• Sing and play at the same time.

• Improvise longer phrases in a variety of contexts and styles - including pentatonic, modal, major key.

• Make effective use of musical elements in compositions, eg to create a particular mood, to describe a scene, and to achieve an appropriate balance of repetition and contrast.

• Use a wide range of sounds - including instruments played in a variety of ways, various vocal techniques, and synthesised sounds produced on a keyboard or computer.

• Organise sounds effectively, working with instruments and voices, and/or using simple sequencing software.

• Develop and refine ideas to produce completed pieces with a well-balanced structure.

• Compose pieces in which a number of different musical ideas are combined and organised, eg a rondo.

• Compose a song to simple words / compose a short instrumental piece - to fit with an ostinato or simple chordal accompaniment.

• Make an arrangement of a simple song or instrumental piece.

• Listen to music from a wide range of styles, cultures and periods, and recognise features.

• Relate music to context using a range of sources, eg

CD ROM.

• Make more subtle discriminations within the musical elements, eg recognise instruments played in particular ways, chord changes, a variety of textures, different scales/modes - pentatonic, major, modal.

• Comment on the effectiveness of the use of musical elements in own music and in that of others.

• Express and justify preferences.




