Why did you get involved in this area of work?  What have been your objectives in developing this work?

· Our principal aim was to address global citizenship.  We wanted to bring the issue alive for our pupils, to expand the horizons of young people who would not normally get direct, first-hand experience of such different cultural traditions.  We hoped that linking with schools in Africa would enable our pupils to see the similarities, as well as the huge differences, between people living in different parts of the world.
· We also aimed to use the links to make aspects of the curriculum, especially subjects like Geography, more alive and relevant to the pupils.

· Our international links were connected to other work we have been conducting around sustainable development and global citizenship, for example the ‘global awareness’ aspect of our work towards obtaining the Eco-school Green Flag award.

Give a brief outline of the work/activities you have carried out
· We have linked up with schools in Africa through the ‘Connecting Classrooms’ programme, run by the British Council.  Our network of three Caerphilly schools – Markham Primary, Libanus Primary and Ynysddu Primary – has linked with schools in Nigeria and Zimbabwe.  In all, nine schools are involved in the network.

· A key to the success of the project has been the meticulous preparation ensured by the British Council.  At first, representatives of all nine schools met at a contact seminar in Edinburgh, enabling us to share aspects of our respective cultural traditions and to establish relationships on a firm footing.  Subsequent e-mail contact led to the development of short and long-term plans for the partnership.  We initially decided to develop a curriculum project based on Maths.

· The project took a great step forward when teachers from the three Welsh schools visited our partners in Abuja in Nigeria.  Our teachers took over gifts and some resources for the Nigerian schools, and were able to do some Maths teaching in the schools.  The visit really opened the eyes of the teachers from Wales to the reality of the conditions our Nigerian colleagues have to work in: in one school, there were a hundred and fifty pupils in each class, and the school had a grand total of eleven books!  Our teachers, though, were given a wonderfully warm welcome and enjoyed the dance exhibitions and cultural presentations of all types.  They brought back a wealth of photos of these events, gifts and artefacts representing the tremendous diversity of Nigerian culture.

· On their return, our teachers led assemblies, did presentations for school governors and organised a series of events to raise awareness of the project.  It has led to the school becoming more involved in Fair Trade issues, with one of our pupils winning a competition to design a Fair Trade logo for Caerphilly.
· Later, teachers from our Nigerian and Zimbabwean partners visited our schools in Wales.  The visiting teachers did craft workshops with our pupils, and talked to classes about life and culture in their own countries.  A wide range of activities took place during their visit, both at school and in the community, linking Welsh and African cultures.

· The Nigerian and Zimbabwean teachers took back gifts, photos and stories to their own schools and have used these with their pupils to change perceptions and break down stereotypes about life in the affluent West.

· As well as these visits, the links have provided a permanent structure for work to enrich the curriculum.  Every class in our school has done a Geography project linked to Africa, for example, and e-mail contact has enabled pupils to exchange information about their homes, food and daily lives.

What have been the key benefits for pupil learning as a result of these activities?

· The visits by teachers from Nigeria and Zimbabwe have helped bring to life aspects of the curriculum that might otherwise appear remote and somewhat dry to the pupils.  Work on African myths and legends has also broadened an area of work which could easily be restricted to stories from Wales or the UK.  The use of artefacts brought by the visiting teachers has enriched our pupils’ awareness of cultural diversity.
· Direct communication between pupils in different countries has made pupils more aware of the similarities between themselves and their African peers.  They now have a far better understanding of the reality, as opposed to the stereotype.  And these developments are not confined to the pupils!  Teachers have also sharpened their awareness of diversity, and the project has had a noticeable impact on pupils’ families.  In that sense our work on this project has helped address the issue of racism within the community.
· At the same time, pupils have a deeper awareness of global issues, such as Fair Trade.  When they have met, face-to-face, people whose livelihoods depend on Fair Trade, it becomes far more real for our pupils.  Again, there has been a greater involvement of families and communities in addressing these issues.

What do you aim to do next to take the work forward?
· In about six months time there is a planned visit to Zimbabwe by two Welsh teachers.  This time our focus will be on sustainability and environmental awareness.  We will be planting trees to offset the carbon emissions from the plane journey, for instance.  With our Nigerian and Zimbabwean partners we will carry out investigations of water use, environmental clean-up and the comparative carbon footprint of our respective schools.  We expect that this will give a much sharper focus to topic work throughout the school on all these crucial issues.  We plan to use this as a springboard for letter-writing, designing posters and leaflets, and for developing persuasive writing generally.

· After the lifetime of the Connecting Classrooms project, we plan to establish further links with schools in other countries, continuing to build our network of partner schools on a strong foundation.  We always need to bear in mind that international partnerships of this kind – especially with African countries – bring their own difficulties.  The most fundamental problem is that of communication, as many schools in the developing world do not have the easy access to e-mail that we tend to take for granted. 
