Think 2 Learn: Action Research
School: Mountain Ash Cluster
Link2Learn Adviser:  Carys Thomas
Project title and focus: 

	To develop critical thinking skills by developing the use of the target practice board strategy.



Project leader: Kate Hurley
School:  Perthcelyn Community Primary School
Other staff involved: Nursery Nurses – Mrs. Ann Robins & Mrs. Tracey Fisher
Curriculum Area: 
Language Literacy and Communication skills and Religious Education.
Target classes: 
Nursery and Reception
Start Date:
October 2008
Finish Date:
 December 2009
What standards am I / we aiming to improve?

	· To develop pupils’ oral skills
· To extend children’s vocabulary (nouns)

· To encourage verbal reasoning

· To encourage pupils to make independent decisions and choices

· To encourage pupils to begin to justify/express their opinions and choices to others 
· To draw upon prior knowledge/learning when making their decisions

· To develop early classification and sorting skills.




What classroom practices will I / we introduce or further develop in order to improve these standards?

	The children in the Nursery class undertake lots of sorting type activities but I wanted to extend this further and develop a different strategy for sorting with a view to developing other skills.  I looked to develop the use of the ‘hit’ and ‘miss’ target board to extend sorting, analysing and classification skills.
I started using the target board initially along with our mini colour theme.  Each week in the Nursery class we would focus upon a colour.  The children were then challenged to place pictures of different coloured objects on the board.  The colour of the week placed in the ‘hit’ section and other colours in the ‘miss’ section.
During the Autumn term most of our activities were based around our main theme of ‘Stories and Rhymes’.   The children enjoyed listening to a number of traditional stories such as Snow White, The Three Little Pigs, and The Gingerbread Man and nearing the end of the Autumn term the Nativity Story was read.  At the end of the term the children used the target board to sort out a number of character pictures.  They were challenged to place those from the Nativity Story in the ‘hit’ section and if the characters belonged in another story then they were placed in the ‘miss’ section.
This required the children to draw upon prior experiences and link previous knowledge to the activity.  It gave us an opportunity to assess children’s ability to recall information about the different stories read and enabled us to target many of the standards we were seeking to develop/improve.



What evidence will I / we collect to inform me about pupil progress in these standards?
	· Assessment observation notes made of pupils by Nursery staff undertaking target board activities.
· Photographs of children using the target board.

· Target boards completed by the children

· Notes of children’s verbal answers/responses when encouraged to justify/explain their choices.




Summative Evaluation

1.  What have I learned from this project about my own practice?

· That the target practice board provided a worthwhile and alternative mean to sorting and classifying objects, pictures, words and statements.
· That I need to plan for/organise more opportunities for my children to be able to make their own choices.  Many looked towards their peers to see where they were placing the pictures on the target board.

2.  What have I learned about pupils’ learning?

· Children recalled information more easily using pictures 
· Children enjoyed sorting and classifying in this way as it was presented as a game as opposed to the sorting rings and sorting bowls often used regularly in an Early Years setting.

Next Steps
· To share project with colleagues in staff meetings
· To further develop the target board practice strategy in all areas of learning.

· To extend the use of the target board in other classes in our Foundation Phase department

· To develop other thinking skills strategies, which allow children to analyse, sort and classify information and 
· To further encourage children to give opinions and reasons for choices-Zoom lens board strategy.
























