The Rainbow Fish

Annotation of pupils’ discussion during the Fortune Line activity

A long way out in the deep blue sea lived the most beautiful fish in the entire ocean. 
All children agreed ‘happy’. 

The other fish were amazed at his beauty. They called him Rainbow Fish.
Pupil 1 – Rainbow fish would feel really happy because the other fish were “amazed” – Rainbow fish would like that a lot.

The other fish asked him to play with them but he would always glide past, proud and silent. 
Pupil2 – I think “sad” because he doesn’t want to play with the other fish
Pupil 3 – Can he be “sad” and “proud”?

Pupil 4 – I don’t know

Pupil 3 – “Happyish” then –agreed?

ALL – Agreed

One day a little blue fish asked the Rainbow Fish for one of his scales.
Pupil 2 – A little bit “okay” and a little “sad” because he couldn’t believe anyone could be so cheeky to ask for a scale. 

Pupil 5 – Yes, that was cheeky. 

All – agreed.

The Rainbow Fish wouldn’t give the little blue fish one of his scales. He told him to ‘Get away from me!’
All – unanimous – “Sad”

Pupil 6-  He wouldn’t have anyone to play with because he was so nasty. 

Pupil 3 – He’d be really sad if he was left on his own – it would be horrible. 

None of the other fish would have anything to do with the Rainbow Fish.
Unanimous –“sad”

Pupil 6 - It’s sad on your own – you’d definitely feel sad.

Pupil 7 – Yes – you’d be sad if you were left on your own. 

‘I really am beautiful’ said the Rainbow Fish, ‘why doesn’t anyone like me?’
Unanimous – “sad”

Pupil 3 – Sad, really, really sad. 

Pupil 6 – I’d be sad if no one liked me.

Pupil 3 – Yes, even if you are really beautiful you still want people to like you. 

The octopus told the Rainbow Fish to give one of his glittering scales to each of the other fish. 
Initially undecided between “sad” and “okay”

Pupil 7 – A bit of both because he’d be sad to give away his scales but okay because he knows he must listen to the octopus.

Pupil 4 – But he should feel happy to listen to the octopus because he’s (the octopus) is clever. 

Pupil 2 – Put “mad” – I’d be mad if someone told me what to do.

Pupil 3 - Well there’s no mad so say another one. 

Pupil 2 – Okay a bit sad and a bit okay- in between - but not happy because he doesn’t look happy in the picture. All agree?

Agreed.

The Rainbow Fish gave a very small shimmering scale to the little blue fish. 
Initially all agreed “happy” but reassessed on reading the next card. 

Pupil 3 – on this card he’s giving away his scales away. I wouldn’t be happy giving mine away. 
Pupil 6 – But he’ll get friends then

Pupil 3 – But he doesn’t know that yet.

All agree in between “okay” and “happy”.

The more scales he gave away, the more delighted he became.
Unanimous – “happy”

Pupil 7 -   He’s delighted  - that’s better than “happy”. Shall we put it right up here?

Pupil 3 – Yes – because if he’s delighted he’s more than happy. 

